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                Question for the GOTD PDF crowd: Have virtual PDF printers changed? After printing a character based file I used to be able to select & copy text from the resulting PDF file.  CutePDF has started to create what appear to be graphic PDFs where selections no longer go line to line and the contents are not useful. Tried the Nitro Pro print driver and got the same results. Am I missing something or doing something wrong?

        
            Question for the GOTD PDF crowd: Have virtual PDF printers changed? After printing a character based file I used to be able to select & copy text from the resulting PDF file.  CutePDF has started to create what appear to be graphic PDFs where selections no longer go line to line and the contents are not useful. Tried the Nitro Pro print driver and got the same results. Am I missing something or doing something wrong?

            Save |  Cancel

        

        

                
            
                                    Reply
                      |  
                                Comment by Acarolinensis
                 – 
                
                                            4 years ago
                                    
                 – 
                
                    Did you find this comment useful? yes | no
                    (0)
                  
            

            
                    

                        
                Acarolinensis, I use PDF Creator v 1.9.3, from 2014, and it doesn't create searchable PDFs so it isn't something new. I use Word 2010 and it does create searchable PDFs. If I want to create a searchable PDF from a browser, the only thing I've found that works is Save as PDF in Chrome.
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        Just a FYI for those folks that read comments. Any browser built using the Blink engine should create/save searchable PDFs. I use the Brave browser and it will create and save searchable PDFs. I do not have a copy of Opera on my PCs but Opera is built using Blink and should save searchable PDFs. Vivaldi is another, there are more.
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                Acarolinensis, 

I never noticed this as I usually use pdf printers to print graphics. For office documents or for web pages I use sw/browser´s built-in pdf export - much better results then any "lite"/free pdf printer. But e.g. bullzip creates searchable results...
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                yet they dropped windows xp support which makes it useless for older servers on local networks some companies don't fix it unless its broke.and before someone come how can you use such non secure OS any pc is as secure as your networks security windows 10 is no guaranteed standalone solution and the No more secure hardware requirements are just not justified financially on a larger scale (100+)
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                thanks but seeing I would need this kind of program to run on windows xp servers as well I'll pass. ps your websites search engine is useless keeps giving similar results regardless of inquiry.
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                I use it predominately as a virtual printer.  It also lets you delete unwanted pages before printing. It's very stable.
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                Richard Johnson, 



However, aside from just printing, it looks like novaPDF can do quite a bit more (especially the Pro version vs. the Lite version offered today):



https://www.novapdf.com/compare-editions.html
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                The full PRO version of this is available as a 30-day free trial on their website.
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                Any text editor, free of charge, can create PDF. What is today offered now has no benefit.
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And they can create PDF files.
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                Robert, 

>"Any text editor, free of charge, can create PDF. What is today offered now has no benefit."



Not true.



I have been working on a project comparing features of many text/code editors that run on the Windows Platform. I have so far tested 89 of my list of intended 158 PC Windows-based text editors.



Wikipedia lists approximately 72 editors in their comparison charts, but some are not available for the Windows platforms. The texteditors.org website lists over 1000 text editors (regardless of platform) from historic to current, however, they are still missing some of the earlier text editors that were on UNIX or Mainframe/Superminis that were popular before PCs became common.



Several of the remaining to be tested I am familiar with, but need to re-install to get the precise data I need for my final report.



Of all that I have tested and of the others that I am familiar with, I am not aware of any that can produce PDF files on their own. They all require a PDF Printer app, such as the novaPDF featured here today. The text editor's purpose is plain text and source code, not how the text will look on the printed page. Office Suites do care, and therefore, they often can produce a PDF file on their own.



To the best of my knowledge, Sun's StarOffice and the open-source variant, OpenOffice, were the first "office suites" that could produce a PDF without any external software installed (without a separate Distiller process). The descendants of those have followed suit, and many of the other similar office suites do the same. Finally, MS Office also can create PDF files as well.



Wikipedia does not have a column or include in the feature list the ability for the text editor to create a PDF file. Likewise, I do not have a column for whether the editor can produce a PDF file on its own. It is possible that a text editor could have the feature of creating a PDF file on its own, but I have not spent any time investigating that possibility. If anyone is aware of any text editors that do, I could incorporate that feature into my comparison table.



>"What is today offered now has no benefit."

Even if a text editor could produce a PDF file on its own, it would not be an ideal choice to use as a PDF Printer app. It could not be used as a PDF Printer. the user would need to copy text to the clipboard, then paste it into the text editor, then print. Any formatting characters would be lost.



A PDF Printer app has the advantage of working as a regular printer. Any print operation would allow the user to choose a paper printer or a PDF Printer. Better yet, set the default printer to be your favorite PDF Printer, then pressing Ctrl+P (or any other print initiation) will start the print dialog with the PDF Printer already selected. No accidental printing of paper and using up your expensive ink.
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                Robert, 



>"I am talking about textmaker from Softmaker Free Office and all the free text processors on the market. And they can create PDF files."



Textmaker is not considered a "true" text editor. Textmaker from Softmaker Free Office is intended to be functionally equivalent to MS Word in MS Office. That makes it a Word Processor, not a Text Editor. Notepad is a text editor.



Your original comment used the terms "Any text editor, free of charge, ..." You used the wrong term. A "text editor" is considered to be an editor that works(edits) plain text only.  Plain text files do not have the ability to contain images/graphics/media the way that word processor files do.



Text editors are not the same as word processors/document editors, such as MS Word, Softmake Office TextMaker, Ability Office Write, Open Office Write, Libre Office Writer, and several others from their "office suites." Those are not text editors.



The editors that edit plain text are "text editors." The text editor files are plain text (no embedded codes), and used in programming, HTML, and other users. Computer programs are compiled from plain text; the compiler would not be able to compile the text from a word processor.



To create a PDF file as output, text editors need a PDF Printer, such as novaPDF, or one of many others.



Since most "office suites" are concerned about how the output looks when printed, their programs have the ability to produce PDF files. True text editors do not have this ability normally.



Here are some office suite programs that edit text, but are not considered text editors:

Writer - Open Office

Writer - Libre Office

Writer - Kingsoft/WPS

Ability Write - Ability Office

Words - KDE Calligra

EasyWord - EasyOffice

Textmaker - SoftmakerOffice and FreeOffice



If you look at the Wikipedia article on "text editors," you will not see any of these "word processors."

Ref:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_text_editors

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_text_editors



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_office_suites

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_office_suites
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                Win 10 includes free printing to PDF. What is this software advantage?
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                Boris, 

>"What is this software advantage?"

There might not be any advantage for Windows 10 users. The software is for users that want to install it on operating systems other than Windows 10. I have all recent Windows operating systems including Windows 10, and other users have a range of recent operating systems they use (or wish to test software on), so even though we might not need it on Windows 10, we might wish to install it on one of the other operating systems. For novaPDF lite, I have already tested it, but others may wish to test it.
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                TK, 

>"what is the advantage of this software over CutePDF or free NitroPDF printer or any of the other free virtual PDF printers out there that are not "Lite""



Thanks; this is a much better question. Personally, I do not think it has any significant advantages over CutePDF or the free NitroPDF,  or any of the other many PDF printers out there (unless you like limited software that encourages you to purchase the full version). CutePDF and NitroPDF are not bad for what they do.



I have depended on PDF Printers for years. My default printer has been to create a PDF rather than print paper that I need to do something with. I have several paper printers, but none of them are hooked up. I have an OfficeJet nearby in case I need to scan something.



I personally went through many other PDF printers over the years, until I finally purchased a license for Tracker Software's PDF-XChange Editor Plus. Then at that point I gave up on the others I had tried as they were no longer needed. The best ones were often from one-person shops, open-source, or at least generally freebies. Probably some were school projects that slowly died. Most eventually disappeared when the developer went on to bigger projects. 



I had a good collection of PDF Printers but my old disk of downloads and its backups were stolen; insurance does not do justice for missing files (no amount of money can). As a result, I no longer have any of the earlier PDF Printer software programs, but they were not a great loss, however a lot of the other downloads were valuable, most were purchased licenses.



I do still have Acethinker PDF Writer, Bullzip, doPDF, and PDF Saver, but I never installed any of them after PDF-XChange Editor, since I no longer need them. Before I bought a license for PDF-XChange Editor, I think I used doPDF longer than any others, because it was small and didn't bug me as much at first; it is the free converter by novaPDF, which eventually turned into an advertisement for novaPDF.  I gave up on doPDF and novaPDF many moons ago.
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I had a good collection of PDF Printers but my old disk of downloads and its backups were stolen; insurance does not do justice for missing files (no amount of money can). As a result, I no longer have any of the earlier PDF Printer software programs, but they were not a great loss, however a lot of the other downloads were valuable, most were purchased licenses.

I do still have Acethinker PDF Writer, Bullzip, doPDF, and PDF Saver, but I never installed any of them after PDF-XChange Editor, since I no longer need them. Before I bought a license for PDF-XChange Editor, I think I used doPDF longer than any others, because it was small and didn't bug me as much at first; it is the free converter by novaPDF, which eventually turned into an advertisement for novaPDF.  I gave up on doPDF and novaPDF many moons ago.
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                BodyNav

                                    A fun virtual reality game that demonstrates the power of controlling virtual reality with intuitive body movement.

                                 
            

            $0.99 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Wind Wings (Premium)

                                    Destroy and break the enemy's plans.

                                 
            

            $1.99 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Photo AI Eraser-Object Removal

                                    Photo AI eraser is an image processing tool app running on IOS platform.

                                 
            

            $1.99 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Calculator Easy HD

                                    The FIRST and the ONLY calculator supports Retina display in the market.

                                 
            

            $0.99 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Alice Beyond Wonderland

                                    Discover and solve the extraordinary mysteries from the magical kingdoms beyond the incredible Wonderland.

                                 
            

            $1.99 ➞ free today
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                Agents Live Wallpaper

                                    Agents Live Wallpaper is the perfect way to add a touch of personality to your Android phone.

                                    
            

            $4.49 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Warriors' Market Mayhem VIP

                                    A strategic combat game about a forgemaster who accidentally awakened a dragon.

                                    
            

            $0.99 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Mystic Guardian VIP : Old School Action RPG

                                    Challenge the infinite battle in endless dungeons.

                                    
            

            $3.49 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Food Fever Premium: Restaurant

                                    What do our cute customers want to have today?

                                    
            

            $0.99 ➞ free today

                    

            
            
                
                Teach Your Monster to Read - Phonics and Reading

                                    A phonics and reading game that’s helped millions of children learn to read.

                                    
            

            $9.99 ➞ free today
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